
DIY CARDBOARD CAMERA & FILM 
Materials 
Cardboard/ cardboard box/ granola bar box 
Camera Template 
Sheet or Strip of Plain White Paper 
 
Scissors 
Pencil (to trace/outline) 
Ruler  
Markers or Pencil crayons to decorate 
 
*Optional 
Ruler (to measure/ create straight lines) 
Pictures (actual photos to add to our film) 
Clear tape (to add more paper/film) 

Instructions 

To Make the Camera 
1. Print out your camera template, or have a reference 

photo available.  
 
 
 
 
 

2. Grab some cardboard or a square of cardboard. You can also use a cereal or granola bar box (about 
the size of a granola bar box). If you don’t have any cardboard or boxes, paper can be used instead. 

 
3. Draw an outline of a camera on the cardboard (plain side if it is a cereal box), focusing on drawing the 

shape of the camera first. Here are some options when 
working on the camera: 

 
 
 
 



a. You can cut out the template of the camera provided and trace the shape onto the cardboard. 
OR 

b. Have a picture of a camera to reference and draw your own camera. OR 
c. If you do not have a camera template or photo to look at, follow 

these steps: 
i. Draw a big rectangle to start. (This is the camera body) 
ii. On top of your square, draw a smaller square in the top left 

corner. (This will be your camera button) 
iii. On top of your square, draw a trapezoid, with the longest 

part of your trapezoid along the top line of your big square. 
(This will be your flash).  

 
 
 
 
 
 

4. On the inside of your camera, draw two lines going 
horizontal (or landscape). Draw one line close to the 
top of your big square, and one line close to the 
bottom of your big square. These lines will be how 
we get our film through our camera.  

 
 
 
 
 

5. Cut out the camera. Also cut the two lines inside the 
camera. Feel free to decorate your camera here 
before creating our film or photos. You might need 
an adult’s help cutting the lines inside the camera.  

 
 
 
 
 

To Make the Film/Photos 
6. To make the film/ photos, take a strip of white paper. If you do not have plain paper, any kind of paper 

could do.  
 



7. Measure the piece of paper with the camera & lines inside the camera. For the white paper to fit 
through, make sure it is as wide as the lines allow it (this is the width). The paper can be as long as 
you want it (this is the length).  

 
Width (how wide it is): 

 
 
Length (how long it is:  

 
 
 

8. Using a ruler or measuring with the lines, mark a 
square on your white paper. This will be one photo 
on our film. Depending on how long your paper is, 
you can have multiple photos.  

 
 
 
 

9. It is time to create photos on our film! Here are 
some options: 

a. Draw & colour your own photo. Be 
creative! 

b. Print out or cut photos you have around 
your house or that you find online. This 
can make our camera and film more 
realistic! Please get a parents permission 
to cut photos or search for them online.  



10. Decorate your camera, film, and photos if you haven’t already!  
 

11. Flip your camera to the back (the side that isn’t decorated. Feed your strip of paper (or film) through 
the bottom slip through to the top slip. This is what will make it look like photos are being taken on your 
camera! 

 
What the BACK should look like:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What the FRONT should look like:  
 
 

 

 

 

 

Once you’re done 
Have a photoshoot! Pretend you are on a “staycation” and add images from 
around your house or draw what you are doing! Feel free to add more white 
paper/film by taping more white paper to the bottom of your film.  
 
Submit your camera & film craft!  
 
 


